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Welcome to Portable 10A and Language Arts 10! I’m glad you’re here! Over the course of the year, we will be exploring literature, practicing writing skills and developing vocabulary.  The skills you will learn and practice in this course will help prepare you for the challenges you face ahead—both inside and outside of class.
We will read a variety of short stories and poems. Major works read will include Antigone, Julius Caesar, Lord of the Flies, Night and The Catcher in The Rye. We’ll be analyzing these books for tone, character development, symbolism, detail, and point of view, and learning to support assertions with evidence from the book. You’ll be reading at home most nights. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a language arts class without writing. We’ll be writing paragraphs and essays throughout the year, in the persuasive and literary analysis modes. Writing assignments will emphasize providing support from the text, embedding that support smoothly, and expressing yourself clearly and concisely.
What else are we going to do? We’ll have vocabulary every week, with words that will help you prepare for the SAT and well as more advanced reading. We’ll also be doing some practice for the reading and writing sections of the HSPE, which you will take in the spring.

And we’ll manage to have some fun along the way, too. I promise.
Course Requirements


· Read all assigned selections, including novels, short stories, poems and plays, by the assigned due date.

· Complete assignments, quizzes, exams, and oral presentations, following all directions.

· Participate actively in class discussions and activities.

· Take notes during lectures or when information is given.
· Demonstrate PRIDE in your behavior, thinking, and writing
Required Materials

Please bring the following items to class every day:
· Notebook or binder with white notebook paper.

· Blue or black pen
· Your textbook (either the green literature book or a novel—I will let you know).

Classroom Rules and Expectations

The rules in this classroom are simple, and they boil down to putting PRIDE into action. What does this look like?
1) Be positive in your words and behavior. Encourage others—and yourself! Put-downs and “stinking thinking” have no place in Portable 10A.

2) Work quietly and individually on assigned tasks, unless directed to do otherwise by Mrs. Holihan

3) Be on time and prepared for class, with necessary materials and completed homework
4) Respect school property and the property of other people in the room. 

5) Respect the rights of others to teach and learn by being attentive and actively participating 
6) Do your best work on every assignment.  Copying other students’ work, “sharing” answers, or downloading assignments from the Internet is strictly forbidden.  Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will be treated as such.  The first incident of plagiarism/cheating will result in a 0 on the assignment or test.  The second offense will result in referral to the office with the recommendation that student receive no credit for the course. All major written assignments must be uploaded to turnitin.com before they are submitted in class, or they will not be scored.
Hall Passes and leaving your seat

While you are in class, you should be in your assigned seat at all times.  If you need to leave your seat to sharpen your pencil, ask Mrs. Holihan a question, or throw something away, simply leave your seat, complete your task, and return to your seat.  This should be done silently, without talking to or distracting any of your classmates.

For errands that require leaving the room, you will need to use your planner/agenda as your hall pass. Bring the hall pass page to me to sign, and then quietly leave the room. This should only occur during quiet work time—not during instruction.
Attendance

It’s important for your academic success that you’re here in class every day, but it’s understandable that there are times that you’re too sick to come to school.  If so, it is your responsibility to get your makeup work. You can find that online, or by talking to me or a classmate when you return.
Following an absence, you must have an admit slip (either excused or unexcused) in order to be return to class.  You need to get your admit slip BEFORE you come to class. Since you don’t have me first period, that shouldn’t be a problem! More than 11 absences a semester will result in loss of credit for this class.

Deadlines—due dates, make-up work, late work
Because meeting deadlines is an essential life skill, due dates are strictly enforced in this class. Work is considered late if it is not turned in at the stated due date and time.  Work that is turned in after I have collected the assignment is considered late. Late work will accepted at 60 percent credit, up to one week after the due date. After one week, late work will not be accepted.
As a young adult, it is your responsibility to make arrangements for making up work missed whenever you are absent from class.  Make up work is accepted for EXCUSED absences only, and will not be counted as late work when the following guidelines are followed.  Absences must be cleared through the attendance office within 48 hours of a student’s return to class.

Arrangements for make-up work (including quizzes and tests) should be made the day the student returns to class.  I will try to accommodate all reasonable requests for make-up work; my personal rule of thumb is 2 days for each day absent.  Students can check on my website (http://holihan.weebly.com) for the assignments and activities missed—I will be more than willing to provide copies of worksheets or other handouts that are not on the website.
If you are gone, please know:

1. Minor assignments (daily homework, etc…) due the date of the absence are due the day the student returns to class.  Tests will be made up the day the student returns, unless classroom activities do not permit test taking.  If that is the case, the student must arrange a time to come in before or after class to take the test.

2. Major assignments (projects, essays…) are due on the specified date. Period. Missing class to gain extra time on a project or paper is not tolerated.  Please Note: if you are at school for any portion of the day, any assignments due that day must be turned in before you leave school for the day.  This also applies for school-related absences, such as field trips or sporting events. Missing a major assignment deadline for any reason will result in the assignment being marked as late.
If you have extenuating circumstances or find yourself in an emergency situation, please talk to me.  We can probably work something out.  It is easier to solve a small problem then to try to fix a huge one, so please talk to me as soon as you know you may be in trouble.

Following Directions

In this course, as in life, following directions is a necessity in order to succeed. Therefore, it is essential that students follow all directions, both written and oral, when completing assignments. Failure to follow directions will result in a student receiving a grade of “0” on an assignment. Students may select to redo an assignment in which directions were not followed for up to 75 percent credit. These “redo” assignments must be turned in within 2 school days of getting the original assignment back. Redone assignments will not be accepted for credit after the 2-day period has passed.

Grading Policy

In this class, you will be graded on a point system.  Under this system, most homework assignments are worth 5-10 points; quizzes are worth 25-40 points; tests, essays and projects are worth 70-100 points.   The combined total of homework, quizzes, tests, essays and projects is worth 90 percent of your grade in this class. Vocabulary assignments and quizzes are worth 10 percent of your grade. 
Letter grades are determined by the scale found below.
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